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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS.

THE FINANCIAL COS'DUION OF THE CITY.

MUM REPORT (IP THE COSPTROLLER.
~~~~~

* . ' ' »l W 1Q*QFwcai operations ior uw icw

and the State of the Finances
at the Close of the Year,

&$ ) fcf#j

BO AHP OF SUPERVISORS.
A regular meeting of this Board waa held yotterday.

Prwiderl Stewart in tha ohalr.
Mr. Blot cflered a resolution that the nam of $300 be

paid to Mr. John E. Devlin, oonnssl for certain insurance
companies, in accordance with a decree of the Supreme
Court. Referred to Committee on Annual Taxes.
A report waa received from the Committee on Printing,

kc., la flavor of paying Mr. John A. Gray $180 for printingand Htaltoaery. It waa adopted.
The report of Committee on Printing and Stationery

reported In favor of, and the contract for, printing the
miautea and documents of the Boar 1 for 1800 be given to
Nr. John H. Tobltl, the lowest bidder, who agrees to do a

tpeciUed amount of woik for $I,4'M. The next lowest
bidder Is The*. II. McSpedon, whose bid Is $2,004. The
award waa continued.
The bill of traac Messerole for board of witnesses,

amounting to $476, waa directed to be paid.
The bill of tho Pennsylvania Coal Company for coal

furnished this county, amounting to $545 20, wt ordorcd
to be paid.

Bill of Kormaa Mcleod, for supplies furnished the
uoumy jau| Kuiouuin.i! vj 901* id, was mrpicu m jo

paid.
The Comptroller's annual report, for the expenditures

of the county for 188P, was received, and 1,500 copies dl
reeled to be printed in pamphlet form. Subjoined m the
document:.

City or Nk* Yohk, Pkj-ahtmknt or Ki.va.mcs, )
ComtKni ikk w twin, Keb. 13, 1800. /

Gbktijoiks or nix Ho/ ri or Svivai lhokh or tux Cot'.vrr or
nsw Yokk;.
In compliance with the requirements of law the Comptrollerherewith respectfully bubmiU to your honorable

body hw annua) report. exhibiting the lineal operations of
the county government during the year 1S59, and the
Mate of its nuances at the close 01 the year .
Ski-aratio.* or iu« Fiwai. Arrant* or tub Cocstt or Nsw
York ntim Ttuir.k or iuk Corporation or mi City or
New Yokk.
Formerly the Board of Sunervisors or the county of

New York, was composed of the Mayor, Kocorder and the
member* of the B-<ard of Aldermen of the city of New
York lor the time being, but tho act passed April 15,1857,
entitled "An act relating to tbe Board of Supervisors of
the county of New York." provided for a change in the
constitution of said Board, and an euUre separation wf the
fiscal affairs of the comity from thuie of the city.

Prior to the year 1*59 all the accounts and financial af
tairs of tbe county government wore kept In the same
books as were used for the accounts o tlio Corporation of
the city, as one and tbe same ictorest.
'The Board of 8u|ervisors of lite county and the Common

Council of the city were in the habit of making appropriationsfor siimisr purposes, and directlrg the payment
of moneys from tbe same lunds in the common treasury.
Tbe act above referred to provided, 111 eilect. that ail appropriationsfor county purposes should thereafter be
made by the Board of .Supervisors, anil that no money
should Ihj drawn from the County Treasury except the
ssme bad previously been so appropriated to the purpose
lor which it was drawn. Also, that all warrants drawn
by the ( ompiioller ujxm thr County Treasury should be
counterFigDed by the Mayor and the Clerk of said Hoard.
It doe« not appear, however, that any effort was made
to carry the law into eilect untd 1869, when the
undersigned, uptn assuming the duties of the'
office of Comptroller, Immediately took measures
for llial purpose, by procurirg suitable booits and causing
the proper accOLiitd to Imi u,»nrd therein, both lor this
oUloo or tbe Bureau of County ^tl'airs, and for tbe offlocs of
tbe County Treasurer and the Rtceirer of Taxes. In
undertaking to ascertain and separate tbe expenses of the
county from those of the c ty, much embarrassment has
been t xpenenccd by this department Under law* passed
while the members ol the Board of Aldermen were, by
Virtue Ui UlPir < Ii'W, a* miuii, a mi uii:nim-iii ui iui' ou*ru

of Supervisors, which laws arc still in forco, the Super-
visors are authorized to tlx the ealarles of many oily ofll- k
ciais and to perform other acts in rotation to airairs of the f
OarponUsa, ami, on the other band, the Ccmmon Council
are n quired to fUrnlth ofllow aud supplies Tor the accommodationand use of several of the county courts and
county oil.cials.

In order to define clearly what'are " city expenses,"
for which, according to ibo charter. "annual and occa-
stonal appropt laU"DS shall bo made by proiwr ordinance*
ot the Common Council,' and warrants are raqnlred to be
drawn upon the Chamberlain, countersigned by the Mayor
and Cleik of the Common Council, and whu are " county
expenses," or purposes lor winch appropriations are re

quired to be made by the Boird of Supervisors, and warrantsdrawn upon the County Treasurer, countersigned
by the Mayor, and Clerk of Hoard, it appears to
be very desirable that wane legislative action should bo
had.
The reports of the chief clerk of tbc Bureau of County

AOalrs. the Receiver or Taxes, and the County Treasurer,
hereto appended, exhibit veiy fully the methods of conducingihe public buMneas, ana of keeping and rondcring
accounts; slso, of tiling &ud pretx-rviug the vouchers for
all expenditures made.and these reports are severally
comme&uod to the attention of your honorable l>ody.

imoriunoffl.
The only appropriation for cot.uLy objects and purpose

made prior to 1849, whi>'b remained unexpended at the
beffoniDg of that year, was the one lor reconstruction of
the County Ja>l, in amount $26,000 00
The amount of appropriations made by the

Super * isors ia jnd lor l^M (see p ) was.. 3,360,732 26

Total $3,385,732 26
To provide for the payment of this amount,

there was deduct* u from the amount of
uncollected taxis duo on 1st January,
1S&P, on city acccuiit, the
sura of $26,000 00

Amount included in the genera!lax levy, or and for
lH6t», for county purposes 3,31-1,831 98

Amount of revenues" re>ivedfor f« es of the Clerks
of various courts and
County Otllcers aiid ere
dlted to "Clvnetal Fund"
account -11,840 28.

$3,385,732 26

Amount of appropriations as above $3.3»5,732 26
Amount exi*n<*.ed during the jcar......... 3,302,878 42

Balance remaining unexpended December
31,1869 $87,853 84

OPJWATIOSR AM) STATS OF THK TRXASCRT.
Rktuitx .The total atnouut of receipts into tho county

treasury during the year was »« follows..
Kn>m taxes $8.808 087 82
Ix«S amount transferred to

Ihe City treasury 6.!68.U>6 84
$3,i:39.8l)l 03

From interest or tare* t',i) Ifift fi.t
i-t-se am. Hnt trarsferrcd, viz:
To the city treasury*48.071 60
To Qt-neral Fund... 2,110 00

50,171 50
235 03

On aectxinl of General Fund:
From fees County ('tork's cfllce.. $14 594 89
" " Court of Common I'lcas 4,953 5tt
" " Superior Court 4,148 itf*' " Surrcflale 15,0(4 18

' Interest on us.*-.amount
transferred as above 2,100 00

From appropriation for county
conUngcucits.ain't tr. to b»l'ce 5.0GJ 59

45,M0 21

Total $3,386,967 2D
HI'KMHTVIUBt.

The amount of warrai't* drawn ttpm the County Trev
surer during the ytar, a» staled above, w i*.$3,302,873 42

liALANCS IN niK TKKA.^1 RY
The amount of receipts .taring the year, as above stated,

*a» $3,386,907 29
And the amount of xpentlllurra tor wh:cb

wartax.ts were drawn was $3,31.2,878 42
Deduct airouut ol »*, runtd Lot
praaeuKd for pay ntil 3,760 27

3.299,112 15

Balance Pec 31,1P69 $86,856 14
U" » mitlUC ok ivtutmnj o» vaxk-*

'

Tbo an.ouM ol taxio r» raaium^- uncollected"! Mec 31,
1*68, waa $3,874,137 22

Of this Ihcre was in tN hards or t'10 ("erk
of Amaru, arrears ol tans on real csttte
amoui-Uug to .... ... 1,154,170 35

Amount In the Bureau of Collection of Taxes
[toe SI,18** $2,719,9*5 87

The amoi:Ll of the Geaeral Tax Levy fjr
If59, acoorr irg to the apparent '<otiLO of
the tax bocks, extended and add.-l under
direction of the mi mbert* of tbo Rtard of
Supervisors, and placed in tbo baLda of
the Receiver ol Ta.vs, was 9,863,002 24

Amount of Interest on taxes collected during
the yew 6>:40« 53

Total $12,63.3,375 64
The amount of remifriona and abstenvnts during the

5*arwaa $108,05s 90
Amount refunded for paymenu

to «ror 2,962 77
Atn4ml of dtoeount on Ux>«... 37,620 51
Amount of taxes on real estate

for the yea' 1848 transmuted
fot collection by the Clerk of
Arrears 668,960 73

Amount naid over to the tVraaiv
Treasurer during the>ear..., S.Ul.tM 3i

_w. ... . 9,876,097 32
A (Moat i-MRalDfnr m»a»l!crt«! l»rc 31,1859, |

aa par account of ttie Kewr-r of Tut.-#.. '.957.288 32
TtoH Mount oumprigox Uie foikjvmg iIpmi*

|u« of Um year 1659 on real and persoual
»1 451901 40

Daxatofyew IMS on personal eauto 104.409 37
"1M7 " " 302,878 91
"18M '« " 323,070 30

" IP'S ' '* 180,001 38
"" " 186,874 0«

"ISM " « 88,934 77

NEW YORK
Tant-s of year 1802 on poi-MMl ealate 11,600 ST

» lh*i ' "

<mo " "
... .... aa,»«M

1MU '« " 44) MB 13
itlttJtt << <« flu fi&ll IT

"1«47 " " 42,676 60
'«18441 " " ',£-,4*1 ii

" 1846 " << 16,094
" 1844 " » 17,619 89
" 1843 " " ia,4£j 77

T«>U1 $2,967,268 82
U «u eettmaud at the beginning of lb* year, H6tt,that of tb« lirp amount of ptrvonal ium Uihu lue, uot

more than lot*,,000 would ever be ietni»»d, and tho roaultaof the year ahow that uio ot>timal>- was uot far from
cot reel, the amunnl of such laxea at the obove mcutioo .'J

ditu *1 714 tilu _x
And there waa rt mainlng on i>ec. 31, iwv, ' '

aa uaud above 1 ,(03,996 *7

Amount settled In 1869 241,en 39
It will be seen, bowerer, by reference to the alab-moat

of abafc-meiits and retaiMioaM of taxes on page .,
amounting to $ll8,ti66t)A, that the principal portion of tbat
cum waa apoa personal laxaw, wo that aitaougb the amount
of auon Una settled during Uie jear waa #241,662 59, a
much lem sum waa actually realized therefrom. The
good effect resulting front lite increased care an 1 attentionwhich haa heeu girrn to Um collection oj Uiese taxes
during the laat year u> ttliowu by the abore Htatement,
The uncollected peraooal tax's of the year 1868
have been reduced to 9164,408 37, while the
amount for 1867 ia *302,878 91; 1866, $323,070 30;
and 1666, $186,001 38 It la beUeved that the
laaa hertaller on taxeaof ihis description may becoaatderablyreduced by proper uflort on tho part 04 the Receiver
of Taxes. The meaaa allorUed by law fur the collection
of cuch taxes where there ia perttooal property to be found
aro very ample. It ia thought, howovor, that a change
in tbe law should be-mado so that such Uxes may become
lit na upon the real ratal* owned by the patty within this
coeiniy. luc provision mae in mo projioaea uu u»w lor
UCO, for losses analog from Um noa-ooUecdoo of personal
taxes, will preventu; dedciency from that omm in (be
means lo pay the appropriation* Tor the yesr, ana It is to
be presumed that a similar pi ei vision will hereafter be
mjKie annually for such torses, as well as for tnose occurIrgirom abaiepnuts, remission* and corrections In the
amount of taxes.

In consequence of the lateness of the period In the year,
when, under We present laws, the lawbooks are placed In
tne bant a ol Uie Receiver ol Ttxes tor collection, and the
s-liortm i<r of the time* allowed in which taxes may be paid
without the addition ol a penally for delay, tun work or
collecting the taxes baa to be performed wiloia a very
limited space of time. Tax payers naturally dufor paymenttill the last momeet whilst mere is no penalty incurredfor delay, es| eciail) in time of stringency in tbe mocey
market, anil couseque-utiy toward* the clone of tbe year
the Receiver's oilioe 11 constantly besieged by great uumbiol tax payiug citizen.-, who arc then impv.i.'nt of delay, but wbo cannot thin all lie served as expeditiously
as they desue Tbe cieiks being much pressed and
crowded, It Is not surprising that many mistake# are male
in tbe settlement of taxes, and much vexation is caused to
the citizens ana cons. qu< nt labor to thin derailment
Many hundred applications have been presented to this
department duiu g the paayear for tbe correction of errorsmade In former years, and on examination it baa
been found that they have been occasioned pria
opally by "errors iu i»oouog," ''omission to post
payments made, and b> payments on wrong property."Tbe luNj two of these causes are chargeable entirely
to want of proper caie in the otticeis and clerks of that
bureau. In tbe casth where payments are made on tbe
wrong property tbe taxpa>eis are generally in rault.
All these evils could be, to a grett extent, prevented by
greater care on tbe paitot tbe Receiver aud big clerks,
and commencing tbe collection of the taxes at an earlier
period in tbe year, and graduating the penalty for nonpaymentover a longer space ol t'me, as has heretofore
beet repeatedly recommended by me.
By law, th« cilice of the Receiver of Taxes Is required

to be kept open betweei the hours of eight and two.
Formerly this has hten interpreted as authorizing tbe
clerks to leave tee oflice at the last mentioned hour. U is
manifest, however, that this provision was designed tor
the lienetlt ai <1 convenience of tne citizeu, that he might
know when be could be certain of an opportunity to pay
bis taxes; the remainder of the day after t*o o'clock
being left to the Receiver ana his clerks, In which to mako
up their account of money recoived and Deposit tne same
in the Treasury, and alto to post their books and maka
their returns to tbe Comptroller. The Receiver of Taxes
has, during tbe nasi year, required the attendance of his
clerks at the office until tbe work, includ ng the posting of
the receipts of tbe day, has been completed; and, since
tbe pressure of business at the close of the year has abated,
a careful examination or Vie posting his been commenced,
and will be continues until all have been examined ami
pruved It ia, therefore,* confidently believed that the
number of eriors during tbe past year, as compared with
lbwe of former years, will sho* a great dnuinuUou.

In this connection It is proper to refer to tbe vexatious
enois caused by the practice ot having the taxe* extended
In the tax books each year, by peraoua not under the contiolof this depattmtct or amenable thereto. Tbe law
gives the Comptroller tbe super visum and control or all
the fiscal allalis of both tbe city and the county, and of
< Uie accounts relating thereto; and 11 u> Ins appropriateWtf to supervise Urn important work of preparing the
MX'UDta of taxes for collection, and to fee thai tbey
are correct Nfen tho t-i-oks are delivered to the
Receiver. The right, however, baa been exercised
by the Supervieois, and it bus becu their practice
for the last few years, after having determined
the rate of taxation, to distribute the assessment roils or
lax books tor the purpt se of hav ing the extensions made
among poisons unknown to, and beyond the control of,
this doiwruueut. Thesw book* are from time to time, ai
the extensions are written in, handed over to the Koceiver
without any official notice to the Comptroller of the amount
of the taxes to tie charged to and collected by tint Receiver,
and will!out any kno* ledge on Uie part of the Comptroller
as to tlie accuracy of the accounts so m i io
up. Nunieious errors have already been dis.
revered In taxi's thus extended for the year
1891'. And it is earnestly recommended that thy
practice be discontinued and that the work of preparing
the tax books for the Receiver be committed to tuts department,where tt undoubtedly belongs, and where it oaa
be eflictively mipervised and properly performed.
The authority for remitting taxes by tho Supervisors

and the Common Council has been a topic of discussion
dnrirgthe past year, and a variety of opinions are entertainedupon that subject. At one Unto tbe counsel to tho
Coipotation (.ave an opinion that the Common Co inctl had
co right to inter fere with or mate remissions of taxes,
inibtcquently this opinion was Mast what modified Tbo
Hoaru of SujiervisorF. by resolulM passed March 7,1859,
after the tame had bet u vetoed fcy fbe Mayor,ordered," that
the Comptroller be and is berefey requested to give sunh
iistruetions to the Keceiver of Taxes as will effectually
chtck the mutilation, under the actun of the Common
Council, of the tax l.sis, alter having been approved by
the Supervisors of the County."
The Board oi tiupetvisors and the Common Council cou

tinue to entertain appli alii on from tax pavers 'or relief,
tarn to direct that remissions shall be made It seems
tliat Uie Supervisors have the power to make reduc
tions and remissions at any time witLln six months
alter cot lit n.auon of the aaeeeeiucnts aud dellvoty of
books to the Keceiver of Taxee; but their rigbt t.) do this
alter that time appears to be doubtful, aud as tttho po»er
ol the Cottitnon Council in this respect, it seems to be
fouLdcd only cn locg continued usage. It Is recom
mended as the belter course that all applications lor relieffrcm trrors in taxis, except those wuicli come clearly
within the legal jurisdiction of tue Supervisors, be re
ferrcd to the Comptio lor, who might, nevertbuUss, la
cans of doubt or importance, avail bitiieeit of th» advico
of the legislative department. It Is believed that this is
tfce proper depar meni for the correction of errors of this
character, anil aojurUnent of accounts between tho go:vernmiiut aLd individuals,aou that tnere should beomy
one, and not two or three d- partinents, open for such
corrictsns.

JKXXiTKTS I1K1WKVN T1IK OTT AND COC.VTT 00VER>MKXTS.
For ecotit tnical reason*, doubtless, ths act for tho

se|*ratk;n ot the tisrai affairs of the county from those of
the city, provloed that the same duties which had pre
vio'.sly b«cn performed by tho Comptroller and oilier
fiscal officers should Mill be performed by them, in reapedto the business of both cily and county. Appro
priatmns are matte for city pur|x«es by the Common
Council, and frr county purposes and the State taxes br
the Hi ard of Stipervisois. The a.-sossmeiits mule as thJ
Duets of taxation, to pny all Hum* apprnprtMoas, are
mate W one atid the Pauin lime, and coullrms* by the
SuperviFoit, ano the aei-e*fem«Lt rolls or tax book, coa
tainirg the ux accounts Tor b«'th city and county p;irpof>oa.are put into the bands of the Rec> iver of Taxes for
collection, Mlliout auy separation or distinction of the
taxoB oi tl>" city from these of the county; an 1 a* the
aatnu are MUaflltti by him.tbey are depmutei in the
oecnty treasury iu ote cetnmon fund.

All mou< jb collected by the rierk of Arrears, for taxoa
and aHu^n.iutd. are elepoMttd by bin with the Chamberlainc4 tb" ctt>. Of onurse this method or doiujj ouaiiiesa
itukfB H cec« wary for the Comptroller to ketp accounts
between tbe city and couuty, and to direct the
trin»fi-r of moneys dcpoattcd trom one treasuryto the either. as n.ay from Ume to
to lime be DtffMrf. Thr gross amount ol taxes for tha
jfur 186P wi»s (barged in tiie county ledger to tiie Receiverot T*xe«. that portion levied for oounty purposes
btltg credited to me account of "Appropriations for tba
year i860, made by »h'- Board ol Supervtaora," and the
peruon levied for etv purj-oeog to tt;e account of toe
Major, Aldern>< n and Co:u?jona.ty of tbe city of Now
York "

Tbe following * it Mat* n< (.t of the amount of taxed tincollectedI>eo«niber 31, 1868. the amount ef the grn-ril
lax kvy lor ls6i\ and the p.iruons >f saia taxes belonging
to tb* cjty and county rw-pectlreiy

Amount be- Amount beTinti"rt;7i n.; toto
amcunt iKe city. the rounty.

Tax<« uncollected
IVc. 81, ls68 ..$3,874,137 22 3,819,U7 22 25,00000

Get eral tai levy
for 1NW 9,W0.'.r» 09 0 646,034 11 3,314.891 98

Total |13,7?5.<V3 31 10 396,171 i>3 3,339,891 1>H
Tiie coll' ctit nn n,.»oo jure*; Ui« y ar 1 (*69 by me Receiverot Taxe*. ai.d int. rest thereon, and the respective

pre inriioM of tr.«b oollertonr belungiag to the city and
cotiLty, were as follows .

Am-^fU be- AMcwnt be1<inlbrntfinff to foHj/itty U)
MliMll thr city. tKe cowfyt,

Taxf s of year 1«M
aad previa v's M41,539 4« 41fl.S3t49 M 000 00

Taxes of j ear 1&69. 8 ai* 548 33 5.6.S4,UI2 91 2,812,635 42
latent! on taxes. . 60 4W 63 48/>7l 60 2.335 03

Total *8 *68,494 36 «,018,8a 90 t,839,970 45
fbe proporUou ot tiie collections made by the Receiver

of Taxea belonging to the city, as above stated, is m
foBoms..
Oil aewuot of taxes $48 ,f 71 SO
On aocot.nl of loterest r>n taxes r qth a* i *o

To«*i .w,oi8,fliJ eo
Tbe amoonnt tr*d«frrre<t from ibe Couuty

Id (he City Treasury on acoount of u>«
iboto cqMmMom, w»s

Oo areeuntof W*r« $tf,4M,1!>5 M
Ou account of laltreet.oa Uxo» 48,071 60 W,51t),2d? S4

Balatce dor ty the City, Dee. 81,18(9 $&vijue t>n
tai.c/tjo* or ptni-wrr as ak-iwkt) ro* um.

"Hie reiurta of Ibo OrmmiMioDtTe of Tain and Aapcs*
mrnts for tbe jear ISM, rliowa oroticual ncr*Aot 1a the
rmluatioB of property wtthia Ue count? dubjrct to aoJ m-

HERALD, TUESDAY, FR
w»fe<1 for laxpfl. The followiDf Uble, comyllod (row the
mu>u»I r*i«>rt* of ttie ComfMroll-*, nuibiu Um> auwuM
of »uth valuninn lor the Utl twmty um ye*n..

Aroi tLUiir. Peri/mat Kuatr THal
lc80 »196.«40,IM 2ft«,HKi,431
181# 187.«1,714 (S <> 3,80U 252.i36,6l«

1MI 18«,350 048 64,'< .'8 971 2»l IM,W»
lt-42 m,5l3,0U2 61,i¥2,66» 237,806,061
)M3 104,1)65,315 W,278,7U6 22#,£,fl»,Q8t
U44 171,1*7.801 «4,ttW 653 Wfl,7tf7,i4»
JM» 177,207,990 62.787.6iS 239,996 6IH
1846 183 480,634 61,471,471 !H,9.S.!,( < ft
1847 187 316 386 69,837,017 247,163,8(3
1848 193,029,076 61,164,461 25t.l93,627
1849 107,741,010 68,465.324 268,197,143

I860907,146,176 78,989,240 asrt.u84.4lrt
1861..., 227.016,866 93,098 00* 3:20,110.859
1862 263,278,384 98,4«o;«42 851,768 426
If63 294,662,706 119,034,138 413,666,933
If64 330,664,462 131.721,338 462,285,990
1866 836,976.866 160,022,412 486,998,278
1866 840,972,098 170,774,894 611,740,492

186 7 .313,1-33 166.216,449 620,669,482
1868 3M,346,291 162,847,994 641,194,290
1869 3*9,110,531 172,971 102 662,071,722
Aorortilng to the Aral annual report of the mummors
|i.tt iiuhllahed, the segregate valuations of real and personalproperty of the whole State, m asseeseJ for taxes
for several years, 11 as follows.

1846 $606,646,096
18*0 727,494.663
1864 1,364,164,625
1867 l,438^0f,718
1869 1,410,290,887

In the last annual report of the Comptroller to the CommonCouncil, It was atated aa follows ." It la confidently
beltrveri that a Jnat and proper equalisation in the valuationor pioperty throughout the State would operate fa
vorably to the Inhabitants of the olty «*« county of New
Yotk, and reduce the proportion of taxation for State purpotts,to which tbev have bo/etolore for many year* bern
subjected." The Comptroller la happy to state that the
Board of State ArseMors created under the act of 1869,
(VU»|>. Via,/ men ura a|(iigira laiUHMl W inuyni; la

the county, aa tbe baala for State tuei,kt 9132,003,476,
which Is ltf» than the aggregate valuation by tho County
Atamtori, bj $U>,106^H«

FKBH AMD OOMlWHATlO* OV OOCHTT WIUIIU
In tbe opinion of the Comptroller, alt officers whose aaiaritswo Mil fiom the Cimnty Treasury, abould, so far

a* practicable, receive a llxod oompenaation for their ser
v on, and all (tea which they are by law authorized to

charge for official services rendered by them aud their
u-HBlants, should be paid into tbe County Treasury. U
Mould also seem equitable that the varko is public offl<xw
thou Id be generally aelf Miauining, and that the f*ea
rbsrged for services rendered therein abould be Iliad
at a rale sufficiently high to pay tbe aalariea and othor
uoc< Beary expenses incident to ruch otttoes, ao far aj) practicable.Thia period haa already la part been rec»t(uize<l
by iawt now in lorce, and the Comptroller la awaro of no
good reaton why it should not be applied to all tho va
ioua cilices of the county in which feea are authorized to
be cbaigedfor services rendered.

In reapeot to tbe civil courts there la manifest lujuattoe
in taxing tbe peace loving ciusen to support tribunals for
tbe benefit of the litigous and quarrelsome. Were a tax
mposed upon every suit brought in our oounty courts to
be prepaii by tho plaintiff, It would go towards the supportof the courts, and would at least place a portion of
the burden where it properly belongs.
The amount of revenue received during tho year 1869

from ibe County Clerk, Surrogate, Cleric or the Court of
Common l'leas, and the Clerk of tho Superior Court, will
appear from the statement on page ..

In conclusion, tbe Comptroller offers hla congrat llations
to tbe Board of Supervisors for their sucoessnil manage
mc-nt of the affairs 01 the county during tho past year.
Their efforts towards the economical administration of
the county government will meet Hie approval of all good
citizens. Many reforms can doubtloas yet be made In the
n>auagt mcnt of public affairs, and in making them the
Hoard may at all times rely upon the ready co operation
of the Comptroller.

All of which Is respectfully submitted.
Roar. T. HAWS,Comptroller.

City ok New Vokk, Dkimhtmbnt ok Fixancb,)Bi kjcau ok Cor.vnr Akfairs, V
CniKK Cukk m Omit, Jan. 30, I860, j

Roi.ert f. Haws, Emv-, Comptroller:.
I 'ear Sir In compliance with your request, made soae

t>me since, "tnat I would prepare aud submit to you, ai
soon as convenient, alter tho first of January, a report j*.
liibilirig a general view of the operations of this burjaa,
ana its condition at tbe close of tbe year 1«W, with mMfc
remarks respecting our system of accouuU and metirvtg
of conducting the public business, or suggestions in rela
(ion (o improvements or ebnoges therein, as I mty aeem
advisable," I have the honor to submit the following

iiKrOhT:
TOOKB KKHT Df TBI HUBJUU OK OOmOT AKPAIRH.

Tbe icilowirg is a list of the books kept In this burjaa:
1. Resolution Book.
2. Audit BtKik.
8. Warrant Regiiter.
4. Journal.
6. I*<Jger.
ft. Record of Vouchers.
7. Register of Monthly Ledger Balances.
fi T« v Vwinlr a
O. IU IAV»S.

0. Books of Daily report* of the Receiver of Taxea.
1. 7he Retdutun Book.All resolution* passed by the

board of Supervisors, auditing and allowing claims agaloat
the county which are transmitted to tho Comptroller, are
copied into this book. An alphabetical index In tbe book
aflools ready reference to any partioular resolution.
L Audit Book .This book Is kept by the County Auditor,and contains an account or every claim allowed by

tbe Board of Suiiervisora, passed by the Auditor, and approvedby the Comptroller.
Every bill or pay roll is distinguished by an « Audit

number," and the numbers of the warrants Issued la
payment art* also noted on the vouchors.

8. \Tarrcmt htfruiter..All warrants executed are registeredby the County Bookkeeper on this book before they
arc delivered to parlhs in wliatte favor they are drawn,
and on their being paid and returned by the County Treasurer,an entry is made opposite to eacb. to show the fact
and tune of pay meet.

4. The Jourriai .This book contains original entries of
all appropriations made by tile Board of Supervisor*, and
of tbe rcctipt and cisbursement o» ail mootja oo county
account.

b. Ike County Ledger contain* all the county acoonnts,
or wbtch original ectrioeurc made in tbe Jou/nal, as above
stated.

0. The Krcvrittf Vouchers .All disbursements are made
upon vouchers prepared and vended in the form pre
scribed by tne Comptroller, and th> ae v jucbern are tiled
srpaiatcly, accoroiDg to the titles oT appropriations or account*to wh'cb they arc severally chargeable, and recorded<n the "Record or Vouche.i1'

In this book tbo titles of the several appropriations are
written on Different pages, and tho pay menu made are
cbar^cd to the account ot Raid appropriations, and entered
consecutively. eact entry t-bowicg the "record uumoer''
ot tbe voucntr, tbe month in which it was paid, (be name
c r liio pet fee in whose favor the account was rendered
nd tho warrant drewu, a brief speciOcatiou of tho items

ctosrged m the account, an<i tbe number and amount of
tLe warrant iSkuetf In payment theretor.

7 Hryuur vf AlomtiLy Ledger titln.es .At tho close of
each Bomb, or as soon ttiereMf'cr as practicable, a
balance sheet of the ledger Is made out, and transmitted
to the Coinptioiler, a copy oi which is yutdc tu tuns register,lor convenient reference.

8. lhr lax Jluokr . (tie taxes on real estate in each of
the twcctv<two wards ore lnadn up aunn&ily id a separate
fceok, with tbe exi" ption of tbe .Nineteenth and Twentywcor.dwards, wnijh rtqmre two volumes each; and ins
l«is- uai taxis ai.ati.til leti'ienta and uou rc»ileijta arc

nude up in a s pmate book, makiiiR tho total n'imber of
iwectj fivf volumes, placed in the Hands or the Keceiver
of Tttit, for collection. I'up icaU) copies of all th«ae
book* aie prepared lor this bur* order tnat the
daily collcctiOiiB made by the Kc or oi Taxes may bo
cbecir.l aud jested therein.
9 Hwk </ My U/porU of the tUrciccr nf T(lz<..i..Tho

R«<yiverni Taxes makes a oally report lo tie Comptroller
ol Lie collection of taxec, glvlug the name ol eu'ti person
irem whbrn b« has noatved money m payment for tUM.
and ttc amount received from each, :»Uo. tho toul
mount
Hi it report * accompanied by tho receipt of ihe County

Tre.iSPte-r lor the amount paid to him, and both art*
aw-d to this bureau lor examination an I entry. Too
mne of taxes S|*ci8ed in his report are otDpared with
the rnURs in, and duly puttied in those tax books. The
ca'.cnlatlrns of discount and interest on the collections of
tax>« are alM> examined.

TKANfACTION'S FOH TBE YKAK IN>9.
xt1170d or costhttwo tjik msi.nehn axd ok rkkpiso

acoocxtsInopening the accounts ot tins bureau, at the beginning
of the year, the first thing done was lo procure from U»e
Kecvive-r of Taxes a stau-mrut in detail ol ail ihe luxe*
ib<n reasinlrg uncollected in bis bureau, which was preparedIn due time, and the bonks containing the amounts,
copied lum tho book<* in the IUcviver'a olllce, were

plated in tlrs bureau. Ihe amount of such taxes unool
l.cted, Jan. 1, ISM, were $2,782,705 30 (8.* Board of
Sui4<i v«o>s, Iiocumt ut No.2, of 11)5.*, ( age n), and toe
same was debited to James Kelly, Reo-tecr of Taxes, ani
credited aa follows:.
Appropriates* for recocttructioB of tho
oooMyjail $'25,000 00

Th* Major, Aldermen and Commonalty of
Iba cit> ol New TOfl '2,697,706 30

Total $4,722,706 30
Tlie »ily reports of colkctiot a made by tho Ricetvor

or Taxes, with tl.e duplicate receipts taken by him for his
ut |oeim wrh the County Tieatuier, as before at .toJ, are
re lei red tei this bureau, and the same carefully examined
Kt< t< tbe tntete«t calculatioLS, extensions ana lootings, and
the amounts con |*red with the rcoeipts of the ounty
Treasurer. The it* ms tf tax> s an ! interest are also post
ed into th« tax books before mentioned Tho Rectiver of
Taxis ts tin nvi|<n orbited, ai.'t '-inter at on tax o"
creel ited for the collections made by him on that account.
in-wuui) irmurrr n ut« ueoiu <1, aijJ llie> Kecciver Of
Taxee credited with the daily dei>osits with the former by
tbr latler.

In (Ik mortb of Jnoe. at. account of tbe taxes on real
(Plate for lf>59 ncpai«l on the flrst of Juno, wu prepartd
and transmitted by the Receiver of Taxes to the Gouiptrolerlor coUtcuen, by tbe tiers of Arrears. Tbe
nnK».nt wa» then upon credited to the Revolver and debitedto tl>e Mayor. Aldermen and ComtnouaUy of the
city <t New York. The Receiver continued to makecd
lect;«c» <k «c«»unt of peremal taxrs, <u.d to report tbe
fan*- to lb* Owotroller in the nsi al munnpr.
On tb< |iajf»(ie of tbe crdtn&noe, by the Board of Supervisor*.makiCK tbe acn'-al appropriations for countv purpe**.lor tt» jew 1RM>. the same was nt< red la tbe

bock* of thia bureau by debiting " Appropriation* tor tbe
ye*r 1M9." and errdKlrg to appropriate uuor of accounts
the aicoiintr appropriated for varin'i? purposes.

I7ie orctMBoe or reeotuttocs und.lr which the tixo* for
1SJ9 were levied, defined the various purpov* and
KIBouBts for which said tavee were imposed; »nd when
it.« taxes w. re exteoded, and the btx>ks pla>.«-d In the
hards of tbe Receiver for collection, the latter wag
('ebited with tbe anvxint. and th» account before men
ItoBoid. of "Appropriations for the year US'*," wv
credited with *o tnvh of tb« tnoani a* «i< on
l eiatnn. and tbe ' tfayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of
tha city of New York" weie In like nurnorcrediud with
tbe amount itclnded in the funeral tax levy for city por;<*< ».80 much of the appropriation* made by tho Board
of Superior* a» was payable from the fe.s eoUfCt.d
hi ho rWtr* aT nwrtl tnH ftlwr wunir

IdU> the rtotinty Tr*»siiry, iu 1ebit<«.1 Vi to sc'
countrntitir*i ' fiwnl Fun4," an 1 " ApprnprHUoni for
liii> )(w 1869" vu cre<li(r<t witn lb* t.n >,ir.t.
Tbe warrants drawn upon the Count# Tre*#urf hare

BRUA11Y 14, 1860.-TRIPL
krg thai god, m it-fued, to tlio proper account* or approIriitki h. and "Warrant* IVawn" creoitel therewith.
l/'f«a KCdlut of Um» County Trfaaurer'a weekly homI
oi rrtnl «nfa the warranto paid toy him during the week,
ait< r oo* paring and duly exanimag toe tame, the account
of "Warrant* T)rawu" la doblied, and the County Tre»miercrtaiu o with the amount of warranto paid and returnedbj liim.
a stau uieut allowing the expenditure* daring the pre

oritibg aoLih, and the condition of each appropriation, t<
wuai- out by the bookirecper on the flrtt of each raooth,
urn Bi-Ei to me uotnpiroiier, oj wnoin oopien ui »uo o»m

are irscrmitted to lb* Board oT Supervisors and to hi*
Honor the Mayor.
A r« pott is also prepared at the alotso of eaoh quarter

of rfm liccal year, (showing the name of all pereona la
arhoMi favor, and tlie amount of each warrant issue i
during the quarter, and on what acoount tho sane wn
paid, which report to transmitted by the Comptroller to ths
Board of Supervisors.
The following statements are hereto annexed:.
1. SUUnu.atof the appropriations made by the Hoard

oT Supervisor* during tbe year 1869, amounts expend <d
thenon, sod the balances remaining unexpended at the
cIumi of lbs year.
Z Statement showing the number and amount of warranisdrawn upon tbe County Treasurer daring Uts year

ttitiiog December 81, 1S69; the number aad amount ef
warrants paid during tbe tame period, and the number
and amount not presented to tbe County Treasurer, aad
rrmilling unpaid December 31,1869.

3. Siatemtbt, showing tbe name, official designation,
and aaouBt of salary paid to eaob regular offioer and
employ 6 of tbe oouaty, for services rendered during
Uu) year 18W.

4. Statement, showing the total amount of oollsctioos
la the bureau at tbe Beowlvoifof Taxes daring tbe year
1869.
6 Statement of aooountl between tbe Mayor, Aldermen

and Commonalty of tbe city of New York and the Baard
of Sur«rvisors, for and during tbe /ear I860, aad Ute
balai.ee of said account at tbe close of tbe year.
9 Statement, showing tbe rsvsnots or tbe "Oeneral

Pond," for tbe year liM, and tbe sources from whence
r*reived; also tbe dtsposlUoo made of tbe amottal

T. Balance sheet of tbe County Ledger, December 31,
I860.

6. List of officers and clerks it this bureau.
la rigard to tbe system of keeping aocoonts, filing

vouchers, and tbe general method or conducting tbe
nounty business, prescribed by tbe Comptroller, and now
in ute in this bureau, I would remark, that great oare has
been exercwed in perfecting tbe same. The boaks kept
by tbe auditor and bookkeeper exhibit all tbe financial operationsof tbe county government with entire accuracy.
Tbe vouchers taken show in detail every item for which
expendltuies are made, tho authority for making the payment,or a ready riferenoe thereto, together with a receiptm ruil, and the date of payment These vouchers
are regularly recorded and filed away, and may readily
be relet red to whenever required.

In order to secure accuracy in tbe transaction of business,tie various checks that bare been adopted render It
a-moet impossible that errors should escape deteotion; and
with our experience thus far the system proves to be
hiohiv i.uij£ift/>tnrv and but little, if anv imorovemeat
therein could bo made. I do not, therefore, consider an/
change in Uie general moihod of tranaacting the business
and kecking the accounts advisable.

Respectfully submitted, A. & CADY, Chief Cleric.
Bi xui' or Coi LkcnoN or Taxis, Jan. 16, ISM.

Hrc. Rduut r. Haws. CoaipUoller:.
AW ffc accordance with the request made hy you In the

mouth of Poocmbcr, that 1 "would prepare and transmit
tu vou, a« early as convenient, after 1st Jauuary, a report,
which will exhibit a geueial view of the ulcerations of this
buieau, and Its condition at the close of the year 1859,
witl> such remarks reejiectlng the system of accounts and
method of conducting the branch of the publio business
uirfer my charge now In use. or suggestions iu relation
to improvements or ohanges therein, as I may doom advisable,"I respectfuhy submit the following

rkj-okt.
My appointment to the dill je of Receiver of Taxes bears

date January 3,1859, m l I entered upon tho duties of the
ofIk* on the moruing of the following day.

Ia pursuance of your intlniclions, I proceeded at once
to make out an iovoLtory or detailed list of all the items
of'.axes and water rents then appearing to be due, accordingM thu books of this bureau, and,as soon as completed,
a statement of tho same was transmitted to the Comp
tro.k r («e Comptroller's c immuniuauon to the Board of
Stpeiv eors. Doc. No. 2, 1869, page 8.)
The amount ol unpaid taxes and Croton arrears was

found to bo as follows
laxts on peisonal estate for years 1843 to
1868 inclusive $1,744,649 26

Tales ou real estate lor 1868 978,066 04

Total $2,722,704 M
Croton arrears for 1867 36,908 29

Total *2,768,618 60
Tbe amount duo Tor taxes was then credited Is ti»

journal to " Tbe Board of Supervisors of Um County of
New York," and the taxes of each year, from 1848 to
IBM, were debited separately with Um amounts das on accountof said years respectively.

Tin* amount of Croton arrears was, In like manner,
credited to "Tbe Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of
tbe City of New Yoik," and "Arrears of Croton Water
Rent" debited for tbe same.
MSTOOD or OOKDFtlUtO THK PAILT Ul'WORS Of THIS BDMUD.
Tbe manner of transacting tbe ordinary bosisess In tbis

bureau is prescribed by law as follows (see Bar. Stat.,
6th ed., vol. 1, p. #61):.

Ceo. 34. The :01m of the said Beoeiver of Taxes shall be kept
at such plaee in the said city aa shall be, from time to time, by
ordlnatmoftbesaidCommovOoaMil asirigned tor that pupate;
»Dd shall be kent open on each day Is the year (Sundays excepted),from the hjur of eight In the forenoon till two in the

IlftsnodLBee a» It shall he ths duty of the said Bsesirsr of Taxes.
personally to receive all taxes which maybe paid at the stid
rflice. and of the said leputy fceoelver, to retain the poms
Stan hi the said office, ard cot ekewhere of the warraatsaed
assessment rolls whins shall, from time to time, be delivered to
the (aid Receiverof Taxes, by the Pnpervlsors or ths t'omptrollerofsatdetty; and H shall be the duty of the eatd first alerk to
keep atl the books of acoounta of the stid offiee, and to aaslM
the L'eputy Heoeiver la ths performance of all dattearequired
Of him bjr thiiMtFee. M 1 be said Resetrer of Tsxsa ahall enter Into sultabls
berk* to be kept by him for that purpose, the sums received
by htm for taxes, and at tbe exptratios of the office hours for
seek day, and tefore three o'aloek thereof, shall render a statementot the amount to the IThamberiain. and at tbe same Urns
on each day p»v otrsr to tbe said th«mb*rlain the aminint receivedon aueb day; he shall also thereupon reeelve from the
aHtd < hsmberlain a voucher for th« payment of such sums,
a bleb he *h«H forthwith, on the sime day, exhibit to the Comp
irollur of the tald etiy.

Sec. S7 It shall be the duty of the said Deputy Receiver,
purpose. upon (be iwamul to hia possession opposite
to the i>»mri of the persons mentioned therein, and who Mall
pay t h» Ir taxea aforeanld to the Receiver of Taiea, the fvtofs'tch
payin* nt, the nmouut (hereof, and the day when paid, and to
ei.ter into lettable book* to be kept by him for that p urpoae on
eachriny, eiub paimeuta, with a statement of the ward for
»htfb tbeaame were received, and ihe namesof the parties
rr»p<y«l»elj on whoae woount the aatne were paid; and at tae
nspir>ltuuof the ullice houra and on the a»m« day, ah«ll fur
olkb to the Comptroller of the aald elty a detailed euuemeot of
aticb intra, ard of the ward for »hich received, and of the
nam** of the parties, reappetlvely, on whiae aoeoont th» a&me
have l>een paid, which thai! be filod by the gild Comptroller in
hit o<* re.

ihe loregoicg extract explains the method of oondncting
'ht> roulite Ditiiicsi of receiving taxes, and paying over
the mi t.ey.
The accounts of each year's taxes are contained in

twenty fix separate books, usually denominated " Assesimnt It'jllh' or ' Tax Books." There Is ono book for
taxis i n real estate In each of the twenty two wards of
ihe city, and for toe Nineteenth and Twenty-second wards
th« re are two such books. There is also one book for
the taxes on personal estate of residents, and another for
the taxes on the personal estate of non-residents of the
(ity.atd tbtse twenty six tax books are placed initio
1.an(Is of twelve clerks.
The following list shows the names of the clerks In

charge of the books for the taxes of 1859, la the several
wart s respectively:.

1st, ltd and 21d, H & Cook, assisted by H. A. Rowland.
3d, nth and 9th, J. H Howard.
4th, 6th and 16th, H. L. Lounsbury.
7th. 8th, lCth aad llth, V. H. 1'iockney and L. B.

PolWk.
12th and 19th, J. S. Vredcnburgh, assisted by J. 11. H.

Ward.
13th, 14th and 17th, D Brltton.
16th and 18th, I. O. Hunt and J. T. Smith.
20th and 21st, W. 0 McLaughlin
Tax payers, applying for their bills, are directed to the

ck'rlts having charge of the tax books for the proper
wards, by whom they are served, in theordsr they ap
ply. AfUr procuring their bills, they present them to
the Receiver, who causes the interest or discount, as the
rare may be. to be calculated and stated thereon bv the
Aim cleik; the moot*; (either in bills or ccrlilled chocks)
ia then paid to tbe Deputy Receiver, and the bill If
ibr;tu|>oo n-mpted by tbe Receiver itcrsonally, aad tho
usme and a mouut entered in a book kept for tbe purpose.
It is Uien passed to tbe cieik of tbe Deputy Receiver, who
eat* is tbe nine at tergth tn a book kept by bim, aa pre
peribed by tbe thirty seventh section of theactabrre
quoted, aud then dcllveie it to tbe person paying the
mor.ey.

All billa for taxis are made out In favor of "Tbe Supervlruiflcf tbe County ol New York."
At the c> m of i ach day, a detailed report, showiag the

items of all taxea, interest and Croton arroars, aad tbe
total amount collected dutlng tbe day, is made out and
traitmined to the Comptroller, with a receipt of tho
County Treasurer, for the moneys received for taxea, ana
arccrlpt of tbe City Cfc&mberlutn, for tbe moneys receivedfor Cwton arrears, the laiuir being deposited to
tlii' creoit of the Ccmmiasioncrs o( the Sinking Funds

R< ndes tbe daily report of collections, there ta rendered
to tie Gn;itioil< r, on the flm of each nnnth, a'monthly'
accetiM corn nt. and balance sheet, acctrriing to the
ruka* and form adopted for that purpose, or tbe accounts
milt the Board of ^"jKrvifioib. aud a similar axoitm
current, and balance sheet of the accounts with tbe Oorl«rniton.

Tbe followin* »re the rulea printed on the blank forms
used for these acoeMinis:.
1 he Reeei* er of Taxes hUl, at lbs c'oee of e irh month. or aa

sron thereafter as praettaable render to the Comptroller. un
<!er o*<h ttr acorunt carrml In the form pressribed for Ui»t
. ut|C«e. wbli h <h>Ji eihlblt to the i<redlt of tbe Board of «n
p<-nl»or» of tbe county of >ew »ork .
L i he baUuea remaining due and unpaid at the olose of tbe

'act oay it ihe preeedlig nuuik on acouunt of taxes on real
kidperma) er'jue
Z i be amount of interest on taxes oollocted during the

nu« lb and since bis last preceding aoeouut ourrent
3. Use amruit of taies received tarooUecUon since his last

pre\ loua aecouut. diauiigiifclint e«oh
4. An) o L« r aoioontdne. or mnuiy» oollectad by him, or

«*der his dlitction. on account of tbe oouuiy of >ew i'ork, or
>ibe fcpe*»a*is thereof.

I be debit side of si'd account surest sba'l exUblt .
1. Tbe date and tuonnt of each pajment to or deposit

* l'h ibe County 1iee«arer.
Z lbe dale acd amount of any otbsr payments mude undertlie dirtetlon U lbe Comptroller
J. Tte mount cf ramwOoQ or allowances for errors, or

oth» r»he of any taxes nn real or peramal estate, or iaterest
b^reon, u>|Mber n-hh 'be authority under which such remis
»K« or allowance stall hare been made.

4 lb* amoral of rlseov.i>la allowed for payments on ac
count of taxes In adtaaoe of tbe ttne allowed by law.
\ The amount of any ether u.tns proueriy obvgeaS e, not

*| eOCtd rtdT g' me ex* of tbe h-hds above mentioned.
6 tie ha ar.^e or amount remairlr g uceoCeced at th* close

of 'be lust (1st of the month 'rr uies on real orp«rson»! estate,
* r u n rfwrrr mil nr «mra mwn m I.BW wwu.n
1h« * ccvtT«r of Tiififbt l *i .h# clot* or «ucb month. or km

. vn M p-sctcfcHe, >e»i1e» toib* Jomp'rollM. an'«r
cv»Lk. m kcconctourrrut. In Ue fora prrjcrlbM for ibM puri<**, v. Mrh (bail Mbibh to tie rrMli of tbe tUyor. Aldermen
ltd tVtrwiOBHit* of ibe rttr w Srm Tort _

I !> hulnuoe ren>*!nltn do# t. d nrp>M at lb* clowat tw
«M d»j of lb* preceding mnnth for r«ful«r r«ila of cretoi
wiw.
lib* utko .ct of ( roion w>Mr raala reoetrei tar ctLiectoa.

iccr Ua la*t prertota account

E SHEET.
3 At; otbar account da*. <t ir<»ney» «Mle<rt*d hr h'u or

under h(« dlrcctljn m aocouut of the Corporation cf UM oitf of
*» w York.
Tbe d«bta aide oT«id aneount oarrent bull exhibit:.

,
1.1 be d*i»> *o<i hmmmioi of eaoh pajinem to, or deposit with

« baiulMrUni.
,
* Ihe »**i state amount of depoaite with tbe Otty Chamberlata, to I be rinTit' f the <V>mnile<fc>oaraoi the btnkuig Kuad, for

I'*' meet of itiereat on the c t; debta. 1 he date M d avooot of any ether payment* made underthe direction ol tl>e * SooiptrnUer4. Ike iDoarl o(ntiMnw or tllowucM n«il« for errwa,
or otberwlee, together with ibe authority under whioh aueli reninsion or ai'oe acre ahail Ha»e been made

ft 1 he aweubt of any other Pema property ohanteable, notpeetfled order aoine no* of the bniuSa shore mentioned
«t The bauwee < r amount rrmaloinK nseolleeted m tbe oioae

of the la»t day of Um> nontb torre«elar reata of Orotoa waterwhich balance ahaii be carried down to aew aooouet.
A great deal of lime has been oooaumed aad labor performedIn U.18 bureau during the year, la receiving and

trx&ibiniDK aui>Uoatlooa tor ourreoUon of error* committed
in previous )uirs.
Under tb« present laws, the principal amount of the

woik o( teoeiving tbe tuM tor the year is crowdod Into «
aboil ppace of cimor snd when it ia counldered, during that
briel period, the oflloe Id constantly thronged by a (reat
crowd of persons who are impatient or the delay to whtoh
they are subjected, aad, ouuseguemly, ibat muoh of the
murk perturmed in a hurried maimer, ii U not apprisingthat many errors should hare occurred.

Mill, it is not to be questioned, thai ieas care was exercisedthan was practicable and should hare been. Tbe
daily collections of taxes were frequently not posted for
maty da) a, aad even weeks, after the mooey was reoaived(and Ike want of proper care, on the part of the
oierks, in making out Uie bills for tax»s, haa caa*ed many
errors and blunders, which have been very troublesome
sod VtXAUoul to UX-INUfiDI cIUmoa.

Bi»I tbe fault of mtoUkee is aol whoUj chargeable to the
ofllais sad clerks of this bureau, las-payers themselvesare very Irequenily to blame in not »tiling the
correct ward m«abersor Utelr property; they seem to
suppose that the clerks In this office must know what properlyIs owned by them, like the man who applied to a
postmaster for letters, and his name being Inquired, replied,"It mutt be staled on his letters."

In applying for their Dills, tax payers should be earefol
o stale the ward austbers of Utelr property,not the street
numbers; and It Is not always oooMusive to produce their
bills for the taxce of previous years, inssmuch as the ward
maps In ihe Tax Commissioners' office are sometimes altered,aad tbe lols numbered differently.

If the suggestion which wss made in your annual report
for 1848, to change the time for assessing and collecting
the taxee, should be adopted, more time would be afforded
for the performance of the work, and Lbecrowds aad oonfualonin the Tax office would, to a grea. extent, be
avoided.
The rules adopted by mo Imperatively require that all

collections made during the day shall be posted on the
tame day; and that the posting sball subsequently be examinedby other clerks, besides thoso who posted them;
and it la confidently expected that the number of complaintsgrowing out of esses where payments were over.

lUmltM (a Ka iiaiIaH " will h«r<iflftAi> Ha ma.

terially diminished.
On tike first of June list, tbe items of taxes on real estate,for the year 1868, with tbe Croton arrears added

thereto, then remaining unpaid, were copied from tbe
books in this office and sent to tho Comptroller for collectionby tho Cleric of Arrears, according to law.
Tbe aanount o* such taxes was $808,09t T3
And tho amount of Croton arrears 27,004 74

Total *000,866 47
TbA former was thereupon debited to the Board of Supervisor*,and credited to tbe taxes of the year 1868

The amount of arrears and water rents was debited to the
Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city, and creditedto Arrears of Croton Water Rent.

1 annex the following statements, Tlx:.
1. .Statement of my aocount with tho Board of Supervisorsfor the year, sbswing the amount of taxes received

for collection, inclining those unptld at tne beginning of
tbe year, and amount of Intersst collected: also, the
''amount of moneys paid over to the County Treasurer,
amounts refunded for payments la error, amount of remifskxisby the Supervisors and the Common Council,
discounts on taxes, and the balance remaining uncollectedat the ck«e of tbe year."

2. Statement of dally collections of taxes, and interest
therton; discounts aliowoi; amounts refunded upon
orders rem the Comptroller for payments In error; deposeswith the County Treasurer; taxes remitted, canceled, &c , for and during tbe year.
& Statement of tnouihly collections during the year, on

account or taxes of and for the various years respectively.
4. Detailed statement of abatements and remissions of

taxes daring the year, showing the authority for each.
6. Statement of Incorporated companies in the city of

New Yoik deriving an income from their capital, showing
the assessed valuation of their property and the amount
of tax levied on each company In 1860.

0. Balance sheet or the ledger of the Recetver of Taxes,
December 81.1659.

7. List of tne officers and clerks of this bureau.
Respectfully submitted.

JAMES KEI.LT, Receiver of Taxes.
dktartjnwt or Fikancs, Jan. 7,1804.

in board of svpbbvisobs 1h aooocjtc with jambs kkllt,
nsctivut or taxis, fob asd during ths teab sttoura
dbcembkb 31, I860.
1669. Dr.

Jan. 31. To cash paid County Treasurer this
,month $110,710 41

" To amount taxes remitted
this month $2,800 84it Trt ittfl IV

... 3,355 IIFeb. 28. To cub paid County Treaawer.... 92,172 81" To amount Uxm remitted
thia month 6,610 09

u To amount taxea refunded 388 20
5,068 28

Mar. n. To caah paid County Treaaurer.... 71,926 90u To amount taxea remitted
Uua month 20,670 91

« to amount taxea refunded 862 37
20,988 28

April at To caah paid County Treaaurer.... 100,135 91" To ameunt taxea remitted
this month 3112

" to amount taxea refunded 382 27
863 39May 81. To caah paid County Treaaurer.... 72,281 89

" To amount taxea refunded ihiam'th 724 67Juno SO. To cash paid County Treaaurer.... 5,468 14
July 30. To caah paid County Treaaurer.... 4,878 94" To amount taxea remitted

this month 220 16
" To amount taxea refunded 121 43

34163
" To amount erroneously Included la

return of uncollected taxea at the
beginning of the year 23,169 04" To amount taxea on real eatate for
1858, returned to the Clerk of
Arrnara Juno 1, 1869 668,960 73

Aug. 81. To caah paid County Treasurer.... l,3t# u3
" To ameaat taxea remitted thia m'th 49,191 00

Sept 90. To caah paid County Treasurer thia
month 1,118.717 50

" To discount on taxea of 1859 14,744 00
Oct 31. To caah paid County Treaaurer this

month 2,762,60114
M To amount taxea remitted

^imin o^wi oo
" To amount laxts refunded 4ut) 40

4,060 7fl
" To discount on taxes of 1859 22,376 61

Nov. SO. To cub paiu County Treasurer this
month 8,984,101 28

To amount Uses remitted
Una month 26,176 88

" To amount taxes refunded 158 82
25,334 60

Dec. 90. To ca*h paid County Treasurer.... 624,301 98
" To amount taxes remitted

this month 732 28
" To amount taxes refunded 10 66

748 81
" To balance 2,967,288 32

Total $12,048,767 29
lfct9. ».

Jan. 4. By amount of taxes uncollected at
thisaat« $2,722,706 30

" By int. on taxes collected tbis m'th 3,472 2d
Feb. 29. " " " « 4,127 00
Mar. 31. " " *' " 4,269 39
Apr" 80. " " " " 23,981 06
May 81 " " " " 4,90u 52
judo 30. '« " " *'406 90
July 39. " " " "437 81

" By amount of taxes omitted In returnJanuary 4 10,906 31
Aug. 31. By Int. on taxes collected this m'th 109 90
l*pt. 30. " " " "415 69

" By amount of taxes of year 1869.. 9,863,002 24
IXc 31. By mt on taxes collected Uui m'th 8,002 91

Tota' $12,046,767 29
Wma VI T)m KaIbmaa KaAnnKI if n »«i AO iklf IMu <>il
vcu. ut> mjj urvu^ui VM,Vii| |MX) OA

JAMKs KELLY-, Receiver of Taxes.
Cot. sty Tkllsukkh m Ornc«, Jan. 6,1860.

ilod. Robert t. haws,
(ompuoijor of the cuy and county of New York:.
Sih. In eompliauoe wiin your request "tbai I would

prepare aud transmit to you, m early u convenient, after
ibe lei of Jauua/y, a report wtiicb trill exhibit a general
v*wof tbe opt iai tuns of this otfice, and 1U condition at
Uie close of Uie year 1869, wltb sucb remarks respecting
the »)rk'U ot accounts aud method of conducting tbs

, financial business of tee county government under ay
clarge, now in use, or suggestions in relation to improveuj'Hhor changes therein, as 1 may deem advisable," I
have- the pleasure to submit the folio«lug

KW*T.
Tte County Treasurer and Chamberlain, by virtue of

his blllce. Is, by law, corttltuted the depositary of certain
iuih.h, *ut>>ct to ibe orders of the Stat* an 1 County
Court*, to be inverted or otherwise hold for the oenedt of
Uie parties tnterrsli d therein. A report of Uie state of
llieti' luniis an i securities Is made annually, in February,
to tbe Bi ard of Supervisors, and also to tbe Honorable
tbe SuprttiK- Court, at Hi first general term la eacn year,
a<r< < abb to tbe eltb'lr'b rule of said court; and a report
of the moreys and securities in his han<is belonging to infants,is filed in the County Clerk's office, on the 1st of
Jul} in each year.
be naive* from subscribers to the "Natural History of

tbe State of N»w York," payment for the volumes of sail
history delivered by Mm, and make* an aanaal return
thereof to the Seoretarj o- j«iate.
He also recdvss payment for the volumes of the Colo

uiul History of tbe S;ate, delivered to subscribers, «ad
m kes an annual return of the same, In Januiry, to tbe
a. »r Ik. o..J |»_I ...

IV" \n »iro l unsinij
' The t'runiberlain also rccelvea the comumUtinn moneys

aid by hbip owners, for emigrants, brought to this t>ort
by tbt'm, of whirh weekly returns are m*de to the Coj»ouitwmtier*of Emigration.
He is also U»< >.«pwiUry or the funds of the First Pivirk>nof tb« New York State militia. ani Is required to

keep sn account with each regiment of the division, credttlrgsll tbi Bnrs paid in by each regiment, and by tho
s* viral brigade courts martial; also, the coamauvaUon
money paw in by the Rooeiver of Taxes, and charging aU
r»vmeats upon the drafts of'-the PiviNoa Board," aad.
the teverai "Kt-gtmei.tai Boards," and moneys paid jq
the proper vouchers Tor the ext«nsr* of oourts martial,
amual inspection, &e of all wtnah returns are ai4« ann'-a'Iy,in Pecetrber, to the Aojutant General at Albaay
Sepvale fets of beoks are kept oontaintng acoountt of

duh of the Coo going, aad the moneys received oa sail
acoovoM are kept eouroiy separate aad disttaot iUom

I
belonging to iv« ec'inty K^vernwot, or tb« OorporaUdB ft
(be Cuy It to, JiaMfora, pr> mimod Uiat th« luf.cmHrtB
n quested by you reUtipa exoluttvely to Uie accouata Ml
tUiuacei of

tm nod«rr o» niw yob*,
wbkb arc subject to the owutiol and m*nagcmosl of tb# <
0(ni|4ioUer. . \

la.meolately upon reObivtog U»b)oka furnished by r«L
1

early is ibe year, with instructions m regsrd to the raetaoi
oi opeou * ai.d koepmg We accounts or this offl ie, tn m- *

tommy to tb« general system prescribed and adopted by
you, 1 caused laid books to be opened, by orcdittng the
appropriate acoounta ibe amount of revenues recaired
Irem taxes and otbor source*, and debiting the proper ao-
OOCP1B tor UW1IDI ut wwrwiw p~u.
lbe flith st'Ctiou of the act relating to the Board ftf Sapervisor . passed April 16,18kT, provides that "bo mom**

ball be drawn from the treasury, except the same shea
have been previously appropriated to the purpase hr
whtnh * is draws; and no expease shall be Incurred,
whether H shaM have bee* ordered by Um Board or aat,
unless aa appropriation of money, then In the treasury,
aufflcteat to cover such expense, shall have been previouslymade." .

la uoasequtncs of this raatrlcUon soma nmlisrrarsmnat
waa experienced for a time 1a the early part of the year.'lbs Board of Supervisors had set up a separata bo*
Msa, withoat aay capital or money la their treasury, exceptthe sum of twenty five thousand doUars, raised Mr
the purpoaa of recoaatruoting » aoaaty jail, and with a*
revenues, or mrane of raising money until the oolleoHsa
of the annual taxea, whioh could ant be eomsMaced as*

111 .if? ^ *too .Btod to make aay ap- *

Ipealed that the Comptroller would, la soma war pnrrtts
means to pay tba State taxes, aad aiao tae salaries of the
Judges of the courts, aad other aoaaty oOgsra, aa w«U as 1
tba other current expenditures of the county goveramsat '
except the aa»ount of four haadred aad forty thowaai
dollars, which waa temporarily advanced by sao for lbs
support of the police.
The Common Council having, according to pravtow

usage, Included in their appropriation bill for 1IM, the
amounts required for county purposes, U was Anally ooa
cluded, upon conference between the Comptroller, Mayor,
Chamberlain, aad members of the Board of Supervisors,
that m view of all the clrcnmstaaoss ot the esse, it would
not be Improper for the Comptroller to draw bis warranto
for such county expenses, and for the County Treasurer la
pay the same, ontil the taxee for the year oould be realized,when the advaaocs made could 6e reimbursed. This
course was tbereupou adopted, and aivanoes were mad*
to the amount of one million eight hundred aad aiaetynlnethousand nine hundred ana seventy foar dollars aad
eighteen cents, before the Tax Law of the year was pini

amonunom.
The total amount of appropria|toas> made by the Beard

of Sapervisors to 1860 was $3,360.711H
w pay uiw ivotit (bar*m Included In tha

Itni'iil Ux levy of I860 far oountjr purpo*eethe am of $3,314,891 M
And the revenue of the ''generalfusd" aauntnlad to 46,840 28

8I3M,7M MIn conformity to your InatracUooa, separate accaanta
were opened, and bare been Icept with eaoh appropriation;and all paymania made have been upon warrants
drawn, signed and ooonteraignedInUiamanner preaortbad
by Inw.

aacmns akd PATnaxm.
Jtrrriftt..The total amount or receipts In the Oaanly

Treasury, from all aourow, from the 1st day of January,
1869, to December 31,1869 was $8,992,234 U
J'o>menu .The total amount of payments

from the County rreaaury, Including trans
frre to the City Trt>aaury, during the period
above stated, waa 8,815,*79 40

Balance In the Treasury at the clone of Deormbet81,1869 *89,815 14
Summary of receipts from the various sources of revenuerespectively during the year ending Deoember&L

I860
Taxes $8,803,087 61

Interest on taxes $60,406 63
Lees transferred to General Fund. 2,100 00

48,806 M
General Fund.
County Clerk's fees $14,694 89
Court fees. Court of Common
Pleas 4,963 $6

Superior Court fees 4,148 00
Surrogate's fees. 16,004 1$
Intension Taxea 2.10* 00
County contingencies 5,030 69

ajm m
_
ToUI..... 88,902,584 aO

Summary of payments from lbs County Treasury, oa
account of the several appropriations respectively, dariagthe year ending December 81, 1869:.
Arrearages 924,473 60

Do. Police Department.. 136,730 00
Asylum for Idiots 220 00<

Common Schools for State.... 898,416 MM
Couity Oonilogencies 48,780 91k
Coroners' Fees 14.707 10*
Deaf and Dumb Asylum 1,200 004
Election Expenses 24,294 10i
Fuel, Furniture, to 80,347 00
House for Detention of Wit 1
nesses 10,641 409

Interest on Harlem Bridge
Bonds 935 88'

Institution for the Blind 1,000 00
New York Juvenile Asylum... 37,206,1* 1
Officers' Feea 94,999 84
Police.for Salaries 1,298,808 00'

Do. Contingencies Deputy
Superintendent 8,000 00

Do. Contingencies and "

Judgments, 1888 11,494 09
Do. Law Expenses and

Disbursements 19,983 09
Printing and advertising.. .. 12,648 48
Rents 7,780 99
Salaries.County Officers 28,801 98

Do. County Clerk's cffioe 18,380 99
Do. ConjniHBtooers of
Taxes and .Assessments 60,672 99

Salaries.Court of Common
Pleas 82,280 09

Salaries.Court of Seeaiona.... 84 662 81
Do. liaiiBo Court. 24,822 44
Do. Police Courts 64,087 60
Do. Supreme Court 24,833 84
Do. Superior Court 49,20* 00*
Do. Surrogste's office.. 12,460 98

Stationery 8,273 80
flocietv for Reformation of J11-

enlle Delinquents 8,000 M
Stateux 028,690 00

$3,tW,llt U
Amount transferred from County Treasury

to City Treasury, oa the following aocounts,viz:.
Taxes.... $5,409,195 84
Interest tu taxes 48,071 60

« 6,618,287 34

Total $8,816,379 49
RECAITTULAHOIf

Total amount of receipts 98,002,231 6S
T"ta! amount of payments 8,816.3(0 49

Balance, Dec 31,1860 $80,856 14
Toe annexed balance sheet of the Ooaoty Treasurer'*

ledger ebowe the balances of appropriations remaining
unexpended at the close of the year:.

MYSTIM OF AOOOUVTS
The manner of keeping and rendering the aooouata of

th'.B ottue, and conducting the financial business of tha
ooui.iy as prescribed by jou, is round to be rery simple
and to work well in practice. The only books kept are a
ca*b book, journal, ledger and warrant register. The
cash book contains the original entries of all monsys receivedsnd ot all payments made, according to the warmiregister, In which the warrants paid each day, after
being sorted, are entered In detail, under heads oorresrtftr.riin it (a iKa litW n/' &mwan»4o)iana «han>aaku .

amounts, as indicated by the endorsements on tbe marginsor said wwrants The entries tbua made la lbs
cash bock are potted directly to the ledger. Tae Journal
contain* original entries of tbe approprlatlana paused by
tbe Beard of Supervisors; also, or transfers from the severalaccount* of revinuea to tbe general (and. ail of
which entries are from tbenoe posted directly to tbe ledger.
To each payment or depoait of money into the Treasury

duplicate receipts of tbe County Treasurer are given <U
the time of receiving suoh payments.one of which is retainedby tbe party making the same, and the othar
transmitted by bim to tbe Comptroller.
Weekly accounts current are rendered to thf> Comptroller,accordirg to tbe form and roles prescribed by bim for

tbat purpose,* and on tbe Brst of each month a balaass
sheet of tbo ledger, in the form of tbe one hereto aanexed,is transmuted to tbe Comptroller, exhibiting iha
condition of each appropriation and account at the closa
of the preceding month.thus affording opportunities, at
frequent intervals, to nomfare and check the accounts,
an-i to reconcile and adjust any dlflfereaoes thertfn

In rfgard to tbe pre*» nt mode of condoMMf the bosln<ft of this office, my belief, founded on Mfe experlruoa
of tbe past year, l«, that no improvement la practicable,
and I am, therefore, uoabls to suggeat any change thereto.

Id ccaclus'.on, permit me to add that I shall at all timea
be bappy to tiave tbe Comptroller, hla Honor the Mayor
and ibe members of the Board of Supervisors inipeottha
books of this office, and (hall take pleasure la explaisi.g
to tbeia the maener In which tbe pnblic business IS oeaducted.Respectfully submitted

A. V 8 fOUr, County Treasurer.
Sn« t AWT) Lkathbs BA.IK, \
ShW York, Jan. 6, i860 j

I hereby certify that there was standing to the credit of
tbe fouaty Treasury, in the books of thia bank, on taa
Slat day or P> cember, I860, tbe sum of three hundred and
sixty thousand seven hundred and eighteen dollars and
otgbty six cents; of wbicb amount two hundred aad
seventy th*ee thousand eight hundred and sixty threa
dollars ard seventy-two cents liu since been traniferred,
by order of tbe County Treasurer, to tbe credit o( tlu City
Treasury, as of date of December 81. 18(0, leaving a a*t
b*lance to tbe credit «.f tbe County Troaeury, at thai date,
of tiphty six thousand eight hundred aad flfty-Bve doBara
and fourteen cents.
Amount ns above stated r
Deduct amonat translerred 273,863 TJ

Balatieo Doe 14
W. A. KI39AM, Cwhler.

* Tbt Cruntr Tre.turer of the »HH*r <*_
render to lb.' (Vtuptrotier, weekly, u> ik«form prescribed for th.t nurpo^e_whtofc ehall eifrw to tan

ort><3lt of the «akl county of ~,Aau.ot u1.Ibe balance r*mainni« to hie ***** at the d*e or we laet

reeejpjr wtt t». ofeel"
to beenrfitod tee.U court* tola*

*<l7e>debit of^Mld aoe*&«t enrrent .ha I eihlblt1Tv irBlw aEdwnoont of warrante paid. urftta
themm £edated todlfrfMt JtKn, diathunUhtoff the iimMr

mount of iho^fhreMhjw.Md the appropriation* »

"^bJ^i^'ihe^'rrmatn'nk to hie hand*, the mm la b«
carried dowd to a Dew arenuni.
The aceoont oiirictit abatl be rerifiM by the oltrtal ignatur*

of the County Tre»anrer. atd he aoco n paoi»d bj the warraato
ehM-gec tfaenln with a detailed net ili-reof

Id caaee * here lb* explMUr d of a week oneari three data
«p lee* before the end ot a moalh the aenmi. t sun-eat marM
deferred anUl the ekee of the laat jar of the m^nta, at wVoh
time the aaaeabould al »aya be rendered aitho«*h toe pre
erdtoK account may have been returned wfclu* leas tfcaaoaa
week.


